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Kluane-Chilkat International Bike Relay
June 15th, 2019 - Yukon to Alaska



WHY WE CYCLE 
Aimee’s story written the day before the Whistler Fondo

Tomorrow, along with 31 other Team Callanish members, I will be riding my 
bike to Whistler for the Whistler Gran Fondo, 2016. When Janie asked me to 
be a part of the team this spring, I had just finished chemo for my recurrence 
of metastatic cancer, and could barely walk up three flights of stairs without 
getting winded, but somehow I knew I couldn’t pass up this opportunity. The 
Fondo is much more than a bike ride for me. It is a way for me to have control 
over my body. I may not win against the cancer in the end, but I will beat it 
tomorrow, even if just for a day. I am bigger than my cancer, and I can do 
extraordinary things, in spite of it. It doesn’t have to define me. I am riding to 
change the lives of many others with cancer, who will get support through 
Callanish. I am riding for Kate, a friend of over 20 years, who died just a 
few weeks ago, and who taught me so much about how to be a mum while 
dealing with cancer. I am riding for Ashley, a Callanish young adult friend who 
was diagnosed on the same day as me in 2013 and is now also dealing with 
a recurrence. I am riding for Alexa, my three-year-old daughter, who is my 
main inspiration. I am riding for me. I am riding for my cycling partner, Allison, 
a core Callanish team member, who will be by my side the whole way up 
and has been a huge source of support and motivation for me. B.C. Cancer 
called me today to tell me they could fit me in for an MRI tonight to get better 
imaging of my new tumour, and that I’d have to start fasting for 6 hours prior. I 
told them no. Not today. Because for once, something is more important than 
tests and treatment and cancer. This weekend, I’m taking control back. This 
weekend, I will ride across a Finish Line that holds an incredible amount of 
symbolism. I will finish. Cancer can wait.



THE RIDE (kcibr.org)

On June 15th, 2019, the Callanish Cycling Team of 24 
cyclists will ride 240 kilometres in teams of four, from Haines 
Junction, Yukon to Haines, Alaska, to raise funds for the 
Callanish Society. As the Callanish Society relies entirely on 
individual donors and foundations for all its annual operating 
costs (no government or corporate funding) this fundraiser is 
essential. 

CYCLING TEAM CALLANISH
In 2013, two young adults with Stage IV cancer, Philip Ho 
Fai Lee and Rima Andre inspired Callanish to put together 
a cycling team to ride from Vancouver to Whistler In the 
Whistler Gran Fondo, to raise funds for the Callanish Society. 
The team of thirty-two riders was comprised of cancer 
survivors from Callanish, their family members, staff, Board 
members and friends, and an incredible $170,000 was 
raised. The team rode in honour of people with cancer, living 
or passed, who have inspired us to live life to the fullest 
regardless of the cards we have been dealt. The team rode 
again in the 2016 Whistler Fondo, and in the 2017 Tour de 
Victoria. In 2019, the team will tackle the Kluane-Chilkat 
International Bike Relay, each cyclist generously funding 
their own expenses.



CALLANISH (callanish.org)

Callanish was registered as a charity in 1997 and 
creates a healing space for people who have 
been irrevocably changed by cancer. We provide 
support to those who are living with and/or dying 
from cancer, to reconnect with the essentials of 
life—and in doing so, to feel strengthened and 
restored. Callanish has always provided professional 
support to families with cancer, regardless of 
financial means, making their services affordable to 
everyone. Since 1997, Callanish has raised enough 
funds to subsidize over ninety weeklong retreats, 
and provides support in our city centre in Kitsilano to 
over three hundred families per year.



SPONSORSHIP
We are inviting individuals and businesses to become partners 
with the Callanish Society in this exciting fundraising endeavor. 
You can choose to be a full or partial sponsor. You can choose to 
be anonymous or have your name/business name/logo on all of 
our communications, and on the team jersey.

1. Team Callanish Jersey design and production  
 Full or Partial Sponsor: Total $4000.00

2. Team Registration  
 Full or Partial Sponsor: Total $1824.00  
 ($304.00 per 4-person team x 6 teams)

3. Team training with a cycling coach Mary de Jong  
 Full or Partial Sponsor: Total $1500.00

4. Rider Accommodation/Travel Subsidy  
 Full or Partial Sponsor: $900 per rider  
 (3-nights accommodation and flight)

5. Salmon BBQ post-ride for riders and supporters 
 Full or Partial Sponsor: Total $200 ($5/person)

If you would prefer to make a donation to the team, rather than 
become a sponsor, we would be most grateful for any amount, 
large or small, for which you will receive a charitable tax receipt.


